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Welcome to worship! 
Sunday Sept 20, 2020 
2nd Sunday of Creation time  
16th Sunday after Pentecost  
 A joint online Zoom worship Service with:  
Claremont, Fairbank & Goodwood United 
Churches and Guests 
 
Worship Leaders:  
Pastor Steven Loweth & Rev. Lionel Ketola 
Onelicense #  A-723979  CCLI # 11550809 
 

 
Announcements & Today’s Worship Theme 
 

We Gather to in Joyful Celebration 
Lighting the Christ Candle  
There was a man named Jesus, who embodied God’s love and compassion in such surprising 
ways.  And he said:    I am the light of the world  
 
Acknowledgement of the Land 
As we begin our worship, we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land where each of 
us are gathered today.  We pay my respects to the Elders past, present and emerging, for they 
hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and the hopes of all Indigenous peoples on 
Turtle Island.  
God of justice, help us to embody your call to reconciliation with our First Nations in 
tangible, loving ways. Amen.  
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism  
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed in God’s mercy and grace. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of our baptism.  
 

Water is poured into the font  
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We give thanks to you O God 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters  
In love you created a world of unimaginable beauty and diverse goodness.  
We praise you for the waters you provide for the earth: 
for snow and dew, for oceans and wells, 
for the rain that nourishes plants and trees, 
for the streams that enliven the animals, great and small, 
for Lake Ontario and Lake Skugog; for the Black River and the Don River.  
 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At a river your son Jesus was baptized by John and anointed by the Holy Spirit.  
By water and the Word you claim us as your beloved daughters and sons. 
With all creation, we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  
 
As we remember our baptism, we pray: 
Renew us in our discipleship as Jesus’ followers.  
Our roots are dry: shower us with divine blessing. 
Our fruits need moisture: renew us for vibrant growth. 
Shower us with your living Spirit  
and fill our lives with your forgiveness, grace and love.  
 
All honour and praise are yours, God of life.  
You, O God, Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit, 
You are the Water we crave; 
You, O God, are Rain and River and Fountain. 
Fill us with your abundant life, now and always.  
Amen.  
 

 
Opening Hymn:    For the Beauty of the Earth  VU # 226       VIDEO  
   Music by Gabrielle Untermann and Jane Plewman 
 
Prayer of the Day  
Generous God,  
whose gift defies the balance sheet of ownership and just reward: 
free our hearts and minds 
from the envy which enslaves us.  
Shape our lives to show 
your self-forgetting love; 
through Jesus Christ, the free gift of grace. Amen.  
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We Open our Hearts to the Spirit’s Voice 

One:   Whether you take what is written in the Bible as fact, metaphor, myth or story, listen 
now to these words for the meaning they hold in your lives today.  
All:  May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder, as we ponder the meaning of these 
words in our lives. 

Hebrew Scriptures:  Exodus 16: 2-15   

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron 
in the wilderness. 3The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the 
hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate 
our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.” 4Then the LORD said to Moses, “I am going to 
rain bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall go out and 
gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether they will 
follow my instruction or not. 5On the sixth day, when they prepare what they 
bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other days.” 6So Moses and 
Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you shall know that it was 
the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 7and in the morning you 
shall see the glory of the LORD, because he has heard your complaining against 
the LORD. For what are we, that you complain against us?” 8And Moses said, 
“When the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening and your fill of bread in 
the morning, because the LORD has heard the complaining that you utter 
against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but” against 
the LORD. 9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the 
Israelites, ‘Draw near to the LORD, for he has heard your complaining.’“ 10And 
as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward 
the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD appeared in the 
cloud. 11The LORD spoke to Moses and said, 12“I have heard the complaining of 
the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning 
you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the LORD your 
God.’“ 

13In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning 
there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14When the layer of dew lifted, 
there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as 
frost on the ground. 15When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, 
“What is it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the 
bread that the LORD has given you to eat. 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.   Thanks be to God.  
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Reflection:  Rev. Lionel Ketola   
Gospel Acclamation:  Sung Alleluia      (VIDEO:  Mt. Tabour Lutheran Church, SC)   
 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life.   
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia.    
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia.    
 

Holy Gospel:   Matthew 20:1-16 

20“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for 
the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3When he went out 
about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; 4and he 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. 5When he went out again about noon and about three 
o’clock, he did the same. 6And about five o’clock he went out and found others 
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all 
day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard.’ 8When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with 
the last and then going to the first.’ 9When those hired about five o’clock 
came, each of them received the usual daily wage. 10Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the 
usual daily wage. 11And when they received it, they grumbled against the 
landowner, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 
heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did 
you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14Take what belongs to you 
and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 15Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word.    Thanks be to God.  
 
Reflection:  Pastor Steven Loweth    
 
 
  

 



5 
 

 
We Joyfully Respond to the Good News 

 
Hymn of the Day:     The Church of Christ in Every Age  VU # 601  (ELW 729)  VIDEO  
 
Invitation to the Offering    
Prayer of Dedication for the Gifts 
Tender God, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us –  
our selves, our time, our possessions, signs of your gracious love.  
Receive them for the sake of the One who offered himself for us,  
Jesus, our brother.  Amen.   
 
Prayers for the People 
Holy Wisdom, we rejoice in the signs of your power in evolutionary creation and the unfolding 
cosmos. From the stardust of the galaxies to the plankton of the sea, from the oasis in the 
desert to the crowded city, all creation is infused with your power. Make us ever mindful of 
the inspiration that infuses all creation.  
   
Pain-bearer, we hear the cries of creation and of our brothers and sisters, human and every 
other kind, the world over: climate refugees, species in danger of extinction, victims of war 
and economic injustice, especially those people and places we name at this time:   
 

(We name people and places in our world in prayer).  
 
We remember also those in special need in our own community and families who we name at 
this time:   (Prayers of intercession are spoken).      
 
Loving One, extend the balm of your healing power to them, we pray.  
 
Life-giver, we pray that your wisdom, revealed in all your works, may inspire us to live in right 
relation with Earth, our Mother, all her creatures, and the whole human family. May the 
harmony of creation be a model for our relationships with our neighbours near and far, 
teaching us that we are not self-sufficient, but only thrive through a constant exchange of 
energy and elements, love and language in the web of life.  
 
O Great Teacher, we give you thanks for the wisdom of Indigenous peoples, and the unique 
insights of the many expressions of faith and spiritual practice in the human family. Wherever 
there has been hatred, oppression, and exploitation bring truth-telling, reconciliation, and 
respectful communion.  
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Help us always to pray and act in ways that are in harmony with divine wisdom and to use our 
talents and resources to serve the good of all.     
All of these prayers we ask in Jesus’ name, who taught us to pray:   
“God, our Mother and Father in Heaven, hallowed be thy name …   Amen.”      
 
Closing Song:  Joyful Joyful  VU #  232      VIDEO  
Musician:  Alexandra Huynh Do,  Fairbank United Church  
 
Blessing and Commissioning  
As we leave this time of worship and prayer,  
may we go into the world drawing on our senses— 
sight and hearing, taste, touch, and smell— 
mindfully aware of the wisdom of creation  
and its power to make us whole.  
 
May the blessing of God: 
Creator of beauty,  
Brother Jesus who walks beside us,  
and the Empowering Spirit,  
teach, inspire, and renew us, now and always.  Amen.  
 
Sung Blessing:  Go Now in Peace       VIDEO  
 
Dismissal: 
One:  Go in peace!  Serve the Lord!       All: Thanks be to God!  
 

Next Sunday’s Readings   September 27, 2020  / Proper 21 A  

3rd Sunday of Creation Time in the Season of Pentecost 
Exodus 17:1–17 
Water flows from the rock for thirsty people. 
Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16  (VU p. 792 Parts One and Two) 
God did marvellous things for our ancestors. 
Philippians 2:1–13 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Jesus. 
Matthew 21:23–32 
By what authority does Jesus act and teach? 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Two Fall Book Study Group Groups – buy your book now! 
 
Thursdays at 7:00 pm:  Lenny Duncan Book Study Group:  This fall,  Rev. Lionel and Pastor 
Steve will jointly co-facilitate another 6 week book study group to read & study Rev. Lenny 
Duncan’s book: “Dear Church:  A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest 
Denomination in the U.S.”  It’s an excellent, challening and thought-provoking exploration of 
anti-racism and white priviledge.  The study begins Thursday Sept 10th at 7pm and run each 
Thursday for six weeks. It will take place on Zoom.   Open to all members of Claremont, 
Fairbank & Goodwood United churches, and friends.  
 
New Book Study Series:  Beginning Friday October 9th 10:30 am:   Book Study Group:  21 
Things You May Not Know About the Indian Act, by Bob Joseph.  After this book we will read 
Bob Joseph’s second book:  Indigenous Relations:  Insights, Tips and Suggestions to make 
Reconciliation a Reality.    This group is open to all members of Claremont, Fairbank and 
Goodwood United Churches, and friends.  So please order your copy of both books now!  
 
Joint Church Re-Opening Committee:  Next meeting:  Wed Sept 23, 7:00 pm  on Zoom.  
 
Goodwood United Church:  New time: Online Check-in:  Tuesdays at 10:00 AM, on Zoom.    
Once our check in time has come to a conclusion, the group will proceed with our weekly Bible 
Study / “Conversations about Life”, so feel free to join us for this as well.  
 
Claremont United Church:  Wednesdays @ 12:00 noon - Join us for a Zoom “drop-in” 
meeting Everyone is invited to join us for these “Virtual Brock Café” Zoom gatherings to 
connect with our congregational community.    
 
East Central Ontario Regional Council Meeting:  September 25 – 27, 2020.  Visit the ECORC 
website for more information if you are a region representative for your congregation.  
 
Past Services are being uploaded to Youtube  
We are now live streaming to our YouTube Channel. The service will also be available for 
watching later. Please use this link to visit the uploaded services site. 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1HPD2ai10bo-qbNaXvNVtw 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1HPD2ai10bo-qbNaXvNVtw
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Continued Support for our Congregations  
Please prayerfully consider how you can continue to support your 
congregation’s ongoing ministries during this time.  

• Offerings can be mailed to the church address itself 

• PAR forms (for pre-authorized debit) are available from your 
church treasurer 

• You can send your offering by E-TRANSFER through your bank.  
next page. 

Send e-transfers for Claremont United to:  treasurercuc@outlook.com 
Send e-transfers for Goodwood United to: goodwooductreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our congregation’s ministry. 
 
 

Find us online!   Check out our websites!  
Check out our church websites for new updates during this time, including Sunday 
devotions, and information about coping with stress during COVID-19.  
    

www.claremontunitedchurch.com 
www.goodwoodunitedchurch.com 
 

 
Find us on Facebook!  
 
https://www.facebook.com/goodwoodunited 

https://www.facebook.com/claremontunited 
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